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LE PERTHUS

PERTHUS TRAIL

The village is located at 271 m altitude and on the hill of the same 
name. The originality of Perthus (in Catalan: El Portús) lies in the fact 
that the layout of the border in 1659, under the Treaty of the Pyrenees, 
allowed it to be part of both in French and Spanish territory. Simple 
enough, if you cross the street, you change countries. The border is 
only materialized by two markers, one at the beginning of the Spanish 
quarter, the other at the end of the village. The communal territory 
is located between Vallespir and Roussillon and offers countless 
opportunities to discover nature, without forgetting the presence of 
historical monuments of primary importance: The Fort of Bellegarde, 
The Site of Panissars and the trophy 
of Pompée.

This hike offers exceptional heritage. 
Your path will be punctuated by 
buildings steeped in History. First step 
is ‘le reposoir de Madame’ from 1752, 
this hut ‘baraque castellane’ (French 
name) was built to serve as a resting 
place for the wife of the Marquis de 
Castellane and Governor Bellegarde, 
during their visits to the castle. Later 
on, you will discover three restored 
military fountains (Font del Colomer, 
Font de Pedres Blanques and the 
Font dels Miquelets ) that will lead 
you straight to ‘les ruines du col de 
Panissars’. These ruins are testimony 
to the activity that prevailed in this 
area in Roman times. Follow a series 
of border monuments (boundary 
markers), demarcating the border 
between France and Spain to reach 
the Fort de Bellegarde. Throughout 
History, the belonging of this Fort has 
changed several times. In turn both 
Spain and France have occupied it.
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The rich historical heritage 
of Le Perthus.

Views on the Alberes, 
Canigó, and Spain.
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