
10 Col de Porteille
MAUREILLAS-LAS-ILLAS

COL DE PORTEILLE

One town but three villages with Las Illas and Riunoguès, each 
with its character and riches of all kinds: an exceptional heritage 
and nature leisure activities characterize the three villages. 
Maureillas, built in the Middle Ages around a «Cellera» and the 
Church of Saint Etienne. Las Illas, near the border with Catalonia, 
nestled at the bottom of the wild valleys. Riunoguès, in the 
middle of the Subéraies, ideally placed on the «Voie Verte» (cycle 
lane) between Maureillas and Le Perthus.

Riunoguès in Catalan means river 
(riu) and walnut (Nogues). This 
small village with a dozen houses 
dates from the eighth century. 
The inhabitants were followers of 
Charlemagne. The modest little 
church of San Miquel is a historical 
monument.  At the Battle of Le 
Boulou, in 1794, the French armies 
of the Republic controlled by 
General Dugommier won against 
the Spanish armies who escaped 
by road from Col de Portella. The 
Spaniards had made this road in 
1793 to avoid Fort Bellegarde in Le 
Perthus. 
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The chapel of Saint-
Michel in Riunoguès. 

The boundary markers 
on the border with 
Spain.
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